
Old Man & the Sea: Writing Assignment 3: Point of View 
Objective: to give students an opportunity to express themselves creatively, analytically, 
logically, scientifically, and reflectively. 
 
 
Curriculum Outcomes 
The series of writing assignments for the Old Man & the Sea were designed so students would 
meet one, two or more of the following curricular outcomes and indicators: 
 

● CC9.1b Create various visual, multimedia, oral, and written texts that explore identity 
(e.g., Exploring Loyalty, Love, and Relationships), social responsibility (e.g., Equal 
Opportunity), and efficacy (e.g., Surviving and Conquering) 

● CC9.4a Use pragmatic (e.g., inclusive language that supports people across cultures, 
genders, ages, and abilities), textual (e.g., strong leads, coherent body, and effective 
endings), syntactic (e.g., subordination to show more precisely the relationships between 
ideas), semantic/lexical/morphological (e.g., both the denotative and connotative 
meaning of words), graphophonic (e.g., knowledge of spelling patterns and rules to 
identify, analyze, and correct spelling errors), and other cues (e.g., combine print and 
visuals to enhance presentations) to construct and to communicate meaning. 

● CC9.5a Create and present a variety of visual and multimedia presentations to best 
represent message for an intended audience and purpose. 

● CR9.4a View and demonstrate comprehension and evaluation of visual and multimedia 
texts including illustrations, maps, charts, graphs, pamphlets, photography, art works, 
video clips, and dramatizations to glean ideas suitable for identified audience and 
purpose. 

 
Procedure 
Point of view is the narrator’s position in relation to the story being told. For example, if a story is 
told in first-person the author will use pronouns like I, me and us. But if the writer tells a story in 
third-person they use pronouns like his, her and them. There are a number of different types of 
points of view a writer can use to tell a story. Below is a brief definition of the three most 
common points of view used in literature. 
 
Here’s a short video explaining point of view: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DsIKbwkuiVA 
 

Third Person Omniscient 
The reader is allowed to know the thoughts of all the characters. For example, 
consider the following text: 
 
“Hansel walked ahead of Gretel; after all, he knew he belonged in the front 
because Gretel was just a girl. Gretel dropped breadcrumbs behind her as she 
went, knowing that her bumbling brother couldn’t be counted on to find his way 
home from the outhouse, let alone from the middle of the woods. 



Third Person Limited 
The reader is only allowed to access the thoughts of one character. For example, 
consider the following text: 
 
“Hansel walked ahead of Gretel. Gretel dropped breadcrumbs behind her as she 
went, knowing that her bumbling brother couldn’t be counted on to find his way 
home from the outhouse, let alone from the middle of the woods.” 
 
First Person 
Also sometimes referred to as the “narrative point of view” takes the narration 
and moves it completely into the interior of one character. 
 
“Hansel walked ahead of me. I made sure I dropped breadcrumbs behind me as I 
went, since my bumbling brother couldn’t be counted on to find his way home 
from the outhouse, let alone the middle of the woods.” 
 

 
1). Answer each question in the space provided using complete sentences. Ensure each 
sentence has no grammatical errors and is relevant. For some questions I’ve indicated a 
word minimum exists. In these cases, you must meet the word minimum in order to 
receive full credit for the assignment. 
2). The assignment is due on the day it is assigned. Late assignments will be penalized. The 
assignment is evaluated on the basis of a rubric. See below. 
 

Question 1: What point of view does Ernest Hemingway use in order to tell the story? 
Explain. 
Word Minimum: 25 

Write your answer to Question 1 here. 

Question 2: Would the novella by more interesting if Manolin joined Santiago on the 
fishing trip? Explain why or why not. 
Word Minimum: 50 

Write your answer to Question 2 here. 

Question 3: If Hemingway made it so Manolin joined Santiago, what point of view would 
the author likely use to tell the story? Explain. 
Word Minimum: 50 

Write your answer to Question 3 here. 

 
 
 
 
 



Rubric 
 

 1 2 3 

Sentences Written One or more 
grammatical errors 
found in the 
sentences 
 
Student does not 
demonstrate an 
understanding of 
point of view 

 
 
 
 
 
Student 
demonstrates a basic 
understanding of 
point of view 

No grammatical 
errors found in any 
sentence 
 
 
Student 
demonstrates a solid 
understanding of 
point of view 

Deadline Met Assignment 
completed in full but 
submitted late 

 Assignment 
completed in full and 
submitted by 
deadline 

 
 


